
UnEssay – 75pts BIOL1230-D Environmental Biology Dr. Sargent

Overview: 

The UnEssay is a student-driven project and is an opportunity for you to connect your individual 
passions to our course material. I invite you to be creative. You can develop and implement a 

personal action plan for sustainability, generate a work of art, or compose original song lyrics. 

You can write a Buzzfeed-style listicle, a short story, or the script to a play. You can present your 

work in any medium of your choosing: video, audio, sculpture, watercolor, written word, etc. You 
can also either work alone or in pairs. (Please keep in mind that the two of you will receive the 
same grade). The above options are intended only to illustrate the possibilities. You can and 

should think beyond those ideas. I will be showing examples of previous projects in lecture, but 

you may also stop by my Nat Sci 2204C office to see examples or discuss project ideas during 

office hours.  

Part 1, Idea Approval (10pts):

All students are required to have their theme and the people, places, and/or events to be included 

approved by Mar 7. This is to ensure that your project is both feasible and fulfills the assignment 
requirements. Once you have an idea for your project, you can submit it through the google form 

here: 

https://goo.gl/forms/ueCoWEiquoWhFWhi1

You will need to be signed in to your Georgia Southern gmail to be able to access and submit the 

form. 

Part 2, References (15pts):

You are required to provide references for your project. After your idea has been approved, you 
will need to submit 3 peer-reviewed primary references that you will be using to link your project 
to course concepts. Your course textbook can be used as one of your references. When I approve 
your project, I will send you details on how you can submit your references list. I will also provide 
you with resources for formatting your references correctly. Your reference list will be due by 

April 4.

Part 3, Submission and Grading (50pts):

Your final, completed UnEssay project, summary sheet, and reflection statement will be due Apr 
25

I am not an art critic. I will not judge your project on artistic quality, but I will judge it on how 

well it relates to and relays course concepts. See the rubric on the next page for the grading 

breakdown. You will receive details on how to format your summary sheet and reflection 
statement after your references have been approved.

https://goo.gl/forms/ueCoWEiquoWhFWhi1


Un-Essay	Grading	and	Rubric:	

Topic/Group	Selection:	10	pts	(timely	submission	and	topic	approval)	
Reference	List:	15	pts	(timely submission and 10	pts	incorporated	into	rubric	below)	
Final	Project:	50	pts,	including	final	project	submission	with	summary	and	
reflection	statements.	

Excellent		(10) Good	(7.5)	 Fair	(5)	 Poor	(2.5)	 Unacceptable	(0)	
Does	the	final	topic	
presented	in	the	un-
essay	match	the	
originally	chosen	

topic?	

Yes,	the	proposed	
project	at	final	

project	are	identical	
and	are	as	initially	

approved	

There	has	been	
some	deviation	from	
the	original	idea	but	
the	main	points	and	
themes	are	coherent	

Substantial	changes	
have	been	made	to	
the	project	but	it	is	
within	the	same	
general	topic	

The	bulk	of	the	
project	is	vastly	

different	from	the	
approved	project	
and	similarities	are	
superficial	at	best	

The	final	project	
bears	no	

resemblance	to	the	
professor-approved	

original	topic	

Mastery	of	the	
material	

The	project	contains	
vetted	information	

that	is	clearly	
couched	in	a	broader	
context	with	respect	
to	the	course	goals	

and	societal	
relevance

The	information	in	
the	project	is	
accurate	and	

attempts	have	been	
made	to	discuss	

course	context	and	
societal	implications	

The	information	in	
the	project	is	

accurate	but	no	
attempts	to	place	
the	information	in	a	
broader	context	
have	been	made	

There	are	factual	
errors	in	the	project	
and	it	is	lacking	in	
context	or	societal	

relevance

Project was factually 
incorrect and/or did 
not relate to course 

concepts	

Reflection	Statement	 The	reflection	
statement	contains	
thoughtful	input	
from	each	group	

member	on	how	this	
project	enabled	
them	to	connect	

with	or	
communicate	their	

topic	matter

The	reflection	
statement	is	present	
and	contains	input	
from	all	members	on	
their	experiences	
with	this	project	

The	reflection	
statement	is	
present,	with	
superficial	

expressions	of	what	
the	students	gained	

from	this	
experience

The	reflection	
statement	is	
incomplete	or	

incomprehensible	

A reflection 
statement was not 

provided	

Production	Quality	 Final	product	is	free	
of	grammar,	editing,	

and	drafting	
mistakes.	Key	

components	of	the	
presentation	are	
visible	and	audible	

Final	product	is	
mostly	free	of	

grammar,	editing,	
and	drafting	

mistakes.		Care	has	
been	taken	to	
ensure	key	
components	
visible/audible

Product	has	minor	
grammar,	editing,	

and	drafting	
mistakes.	Project	is	
likely	still	in	draft	

form	but	
information	is	

relevant

Efforts	to	proofread	
or	draft	the	final	

project	were	clearly	
not	made.	Grammar,	
editing,	or	drafting	
errors	abundant

Product	is	
unintelligible	or	

impossible	to	read,	
rife	with	grammar	or	
editing	errors	or	
unintentional	
sloppiness

Effort	and	
Participation	

The	effort	and	
participation	of	each	
group	member	is	
clearly	outlined	in	
the	summary	sheet	
and	in	the	final	

project	presentation	

The	summary	
statement	is	present	

and	explains	
participation.	The	
final	presentation	
appears	to	reflect	
the	summary	
statement	

There	is	a	summary	
statement	but	it	is	not	
completely	clear	how	

all	members	
participated;	final	
project	may	be	

lopsided/exclusionary	
toward	one	or	more	

members

The	summary	
statement	was	
incomplete	and	
contributions	of	

individual	members	
is	unclear	

No	summary	
statement	turned	in	
and	no	effort	made	
to	indicate	how	each	
member	contributed	

References	and	
Citations	

The	number,	format,	
and	appropriateness	
of	references	and/or	
citations	is	excellent	
with	no	grammar	or	
formatting	errors

The	number	and	
appropriateness	of	
references	is	good,	

with	minor	
grammar	or	

formatting	errors	

The	number	of	
references	is	

adequate	but	there	
are	minor	formatting	

errors	and	one	
reference	may	not	

be	suitable	

The	number	or	
appropriateness	of	
the	references	is	
insufficient.	

Rampant	grammar,	
spelling,	or	

formatting	errors	

What	reference	list	
and	citations?	
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