
The Apocalypse in U.S. Popular Culture Research Project: Product Pitch  

 

Product Pitch: Assignment Description  

For your research paper, imagine you are an author, artist, programmer, musician, screenwriter, 

or producer.  You have a fantastic idea for a television show, film, graphic novel, video game, 

website, album, or some other pop culture product which features an apocalypse of some kind.  

Your task now is to pitch your idea to a private funding company, The Pop History Fund.  These 

investors are most interested in giving money to projects that can show a clear connection to, and 

that will build on, historically significant trends in American popular culture.  You will research 

and write a pitch for the Pop History Fund.  Your pitch will consist of two main parts. First, you 

will write a historical overview (going back at least to 1950) and an explanation of the historical 

significance of whatever specific apocalyptic imagery your product will be using.  Second, you 

will write a summary and description of your creative idea.  Additional illustrations, storyboards, 

or sample script dialogue etc. are encouraged.  You will also complete an annotated bibliography 

and present your pitch to the class as you would to the Pop History Fund.  Before beginning 

work, you will submit a project proposal for my approval.  Assignment details and grading 

rubrics will be handed out in class and posted on Moodle.   

 

Product Pitch: Proposal Rubric 

Is paper clearly typed, with your name, date, 

and descriptive title at the top of the page?   
 Yes   No 

 Missing one  

Does your proposal clearly describe the 

specific pop culture product you will be 

pitching?  Examples: television show, film, 

graphic novel, video game, website, album  

 

 Yes 

Specific pop culture product proposed: 

__________________________ 

 Unclear   

 No  

Does this proposal draw on historically 

significant apocalyptic themes in popular 

culture? Does it appear that you will be able 

to successfully complete an annotated 

bibliography historical overview for this 

proposed product going back to at least 1950? 

 Yes 

 No 

 Unclear  

 Somewhat: I am concerned that it will be 

difficult for you to locate the necessary 

secondary sources to complete a bibliography 

and/or historical overview going back to at 

least 1950 

Does it appear that you will be able to 

successfully complete the summary and 

description (the creative portion) of your 

project?  

 Yes 

 No 

 Unclear 

 

Does this appear to be a project that you can 

successfully complete?  
 Please note that you must receive my approval before 

continuing with your project and that once I have 

approved your project, you may not change topics 

unless you have met with me first and discussed the 

feasibility of a new project.  

 

 No—please see me ASAP!   Unclear—

please see me ASAP! 

 Yes   

 Yes, but only if you can make the following 

revisions: 

 

 

 

 



Product Pitch: Bibliography Rubric 

NAME  

Was your Bibliography turned in to 

me on or before the due date7? 

 

If not received on time, there will be 

a deduction of 5 points from your 

Annotated Bibliography grade for 

every day it is late.  I am the sole 

arbiter of time/day assignment is 

received.   

 Yes   

 No, received _________________________ 

 

_____ days late = _____ points deducted from 

Annotated Bibliography final grade 

Have you also turned in your 

assessed Project Proposal?  

 

If “No” is checked, there will be a 

deduction of 5 points from your 

Annotated Bibliography grade.  

 Yes   

 No: no copy or un-assessed copy attached  

 No: Assessed copy of Proposal and rubric attached 

but was deemed unacceptable and you did not meet 

with me and/or insufficient changes to topic were made 

 

Does it have your name, date, and a 

descriptive title on the top?  Are all 

pages correctly numbered? 

 Yes   

 No   

 Missing one  

Are all Bibliography entries 

correctly formatted according to The 

Chicago Manual of Style citation 

guide? 

 
 Incorrectly formatted bibliographic 
entries are almost always missing key 
information about the source.  This makes 
it impossible for me to assess your 
research.   

 Yes: all entries correctly formatted  

 

 Mostly: a few minor formatting errors  

 

 No: egregious citation formatting errors including 

missing key information about source/s 

 

 No: did not use Chicago Manual of Style citation 

style 

Does your bibliography include ten 

scholarly secondary sources? 
 Yes   

 No: fewer than ten secondary sources listed 

 No: one or more sources not scholarly 

 Unclear: Incomplete/incorrect citations made this 

impossible for me to assess 

Do your scholarly secondary sources 

include at least two scholarly 

monographs (books with a single 

author) not used in class and 

published after 1990?  

 Yes   

 No: missing one or both monographs 

 No: one or both books not scholarly 

 No: one or both books published before 1990 

 Unclear: Incomplete/incorrect citations made this 

impossible for me to assess 

Do your scholarly secondary sources 

include at least three scholarly 

journal articles not used in class 

and published after 1990? 

 Yes   

 No: missing one or more scholarly articles 

 No: one or more articles not scholarly 

 No: one or more articles published before 1990 

 Unclear: Incomplete/incorrect citations made this 

impossible for me to assess 



Are the listed secondary sources 

clearly relevant to your research and 

will they help you better understand 

your topic and successfully complete 

your project?   

 Yes   

 Somewhat: one or more sources relevant and useful 

but other sources are not; overall not a strong group of 

secondary sources—you will need to do more research! 

 No: not clearly relevant to research and/or will not 

sufficiently advance your knowledge 

 Unclear: not sure if relevant to research and/or I have 

additional concerns about these secondary sources  

 Unclear: Incomplete/incorrect citations made this 

impossible for me to assess 

Does your Bibliography include at 

least five reliable primary sources 

that are relevant to your topic?   

 Yes   

 No: missing one or both primary sources and/or 

incorrectly identified as primary sources  

 No: primary sources not accessed via a reliable 

source or appear incomplete and/or edited and/or 

altered  

 No: primary sources not relevant to your topic  

 No: Incomplete/incorrect citations made this 

impossible for me to assess 

 Unclear: not sure if relevant to research 

Will studying these five primary 

sources help you successfully 

complete your project?  

 Yes   

 No 

 Unclear: Incomplete/incorrect citations made this 

impossible for me to assess 

Have you completed sufficient 

secondary source and primary 

source research, presented your 

research in correct citation format, 

and are you ready to begin work on 

your Annotated Bibliography? 

 Yes 

 Somewhat: See me ASAP!  

 No: See me ASAP! 

 Unclear: See me ASAP!     

 

 

  



Product Pitch: Annotated Bibliography Rubric 

NAME  

Was your Annotated Bibliography 

turned in to me in my office before 

or on the due date 

 

If not received on time, there will be 

a deduction of 20% of all possible 

assignment points for every day it is 

late.  I am the sole arbiter of 

time/day assignment is received.   

 Yes   

 No, received _________________________ 

 

_____ days late = _____ points deducted from final 

grade 

Have you also turned in your 

assessed Project Proposal and 

assessed Bibliography?  

 Yes   

 

 No copies or un-assessed attached—zero points 

earned for Annotated Bibliography 

 

 Assessed and graded copies of Proposal and 

Bibliography attached but you did not meet with me 

and/or insufficient additions to research were made—

zero points earned for Annotated Bibliography 

Does it have your name, date, and a 

descriptive title on the top?  Are all 

pages correctly numbered? 

 Yes   

 No   

 Missing one  

Are all Bibliography entries 

correctly formatted according to The 

Chicago Manual of Style citation 

guide? 

 

 Incorrectly formatted 
bibliographic entries are almost 
always missing key information 
about the source that makes it 
impossible for me to assess your 
research.   

 Yes: all entries correctly formatted  

 

 Mostly: a few minor formatting errors  

 

 No: egregious citation formatting errors including 

missing key information about source/s 

 

 No: did not use Chicago Manual of Style citation 

style 

Does your Annotated bibliography 

include ten scholarly secondary 

sources? 

 Yes   

 No: fewer than ten secondary sources listed 

 No: one or more sources not scholarly 

 Unclear: Incomplete/incorrect citation made this 

impossible for me to assess 

Does it contain at least two scholarly 

monographs (books with a single 

author) not used in class and 

published after 1990? 

 Yes   

 No: missing one or both monographs 

 No: one or more books not scholarly 

 No: one or both books published before 1990 

 Unclear: Incomplete/incorrect citation made this 

impossible for me to assess 



Does it contain at least three 

scholarly journal articles not used in 

class and published after 1990? 

 Yes   

 No: missing one or more articles 

 No: one or more articles not scholarly 

 No: one or both articles published before 1990 

 Unclear: Incomplete/incorrect citation made this 

impossible for me to assess 

Does it contain short, clear 

summaries of the main argument 

and how author supports argument 

in at least ten scholarly secondary 

sources? 

 

 

 

 Yes  

 No: missing one or more scholarly secondary sources 

 Yes, but one or more sources do not appear to be 

relevant to your project  

 Somewhat: summaries unclearly written and/or 

cursory, superficial; appears rushed, insubstantial      

 No: most or all summaries may indicate some 

content but do not identify an evidence-based argument 

/thesis; insufficient research completed and future 

success of project in serious question 

 No: no summary included  

 Unclear: secondary sources not clearly identified 

and/or very unclear writing and/or incomplete citations 

made it difficult for  me to assess        

Does your Annotated Bibliography 

include at least five primary sources 

that are relevant to your topic?   

 Yes   

 No: missing one or more primary sources and/or 

incorrectly identified as primary sources  

 No: primary sources not accessed via a reliable 

source or appear incomplete and/or edited and/or 

altered  

 No: primary sources not relevant to your topic  

 No: Incomplete/incorrect citations made this 

impossible for me to assess 

 Unclear: not sure if relevant to research 

Does it contain short clear 

summaries and descriptions of at 

least three primary sources? 

 Yes  

 No: missing one or more primary sources  

 Somewhat: summaries unclearly written and/or 

cursory, superficial  

 Unclear: primary sources not clearly identified 

and/or do not appear to be reliable/complete and/or 

very unclear writing and/or incomplete citations made 

it difficult for  me to assess   

Strengths of this assignment   

Issues you must address in your 

Research Paper  

 

Points earned (out of 30 possible)  



 

Product Pitch: Thesis Statement Rubric 

NAME  

Was your Thesis Statement turned in to 

me on or before the due date? 

 

If not received on time, there will be a 

deduction of 5 points from your 

Research Paper grade for every day it 

is late.  I am the sole arbiter of 

time/day assignment is received.   

 Yes   

 No, received _________________________ 

 

_____ days late = _____ points deducted from 

Research Paper final grade 

Have you also turned in your assessed 

Project Proposal, Bibliography, and 

Annotated Bibliography?  

 

If “No” is checked, there will be a 

deduction of 5 points from your 

Research Paper grade.  

 Yes   

 No: missing one or more copies or un-assessed 

copies  

 No: Assessed copies attached but deemed 

unacceptable and you did not meet with me and/or 

insufficient changes were made 

 

Does it have your name, date, and a 

descriptive title on the top?   
 Yes   

 No   

 Missing one  

Does your thesis statement clearly state 

an argument about the historical 

significance of the apocalyptic imagery 

in your product going back at least to 

1950?  

 Yes   

 No   

 Somewhat 

 Unclear    

Does it appear that you will be able to 

convincingly support this thesis with 

your primary and secondary source 

research? 

 Yes   

 No   

 Somewhat 

 Unclear    

Does your thesis statement also 

summarize your idea for a pop culture 

product featuring apocalyptic imagery? 

 

 Yes   

 No   

 Somewhat 

 Unclear    

Is this an acceptable thesis statement 

for your research paper? 

 Yes, you may continue to use this thesis  

 Yes, but you need to make minor wording/phrasing 

revisions, as noted on paper.  Please see me if you have 

any questions.  

 Unclear: I am concerned that you will not be able to 

support your thesis with your primary and/or secondary 

source research.  See me ASAP! 

 Unclear: Unclear writing and phrasing made this 

difficult for me to assess. See me ASAP!  

 No, you may not use this thesis and/or first paragraph.  

I have serious concerns about your ability to successfully 

complete the research paper at this point.  See me ASAP! 

 



Product Pitch: Paper Rubric  
NAME  

Pop culture product proposed    

 

Was your paper turned in at or before the 

due date? 
If not received on time, there will be a deduction 

of 20% of all possible assignment points for 

every day it is late.  I am the sole arbiter of 

time/day assignment is received.   

 Yes   

 No, received _______________________ 

____ days late = _____ points deducted from final grade 

Have you also turned in your assessed 

Project Proposal, assessed Bibliography, 

assessed Thesis Statement, and graded 

Annotated Bibliography?  

 Yes   

 

 Assessed and graded copies of all assignments attached 

but you did not meet with me and/or insufficient additions 

to research were made after receiving graded Annotated 

Bibliography—no credit earned for Final Draft  

 

 No copies or un-assessed copies of one or more—partial 

credit only earned for Final Draft  

Is paper clearly typed, with your name, 

date, and descriptive title at the top of the 

page?  Are all pages correctly numbered 

and stapled or clipped together? 

 Yes   

 No 

 Missing one  

Are all citations correctly formatted 

according to The Chicago Manual of 

Style? 

 

Requirements: Endnotes not footnotes, 

standard numbering (not Roman 

numerals), double spaced, size 12 font  

 Yes, correctly formatted  

 Correctly formatted, with 3 or fewer minor formatting 

errors  

 No, several egregious citation formatting errors and/ or 

missing significant amount of essential information  

 No, did not use Chicago Manual of Style 

 No, did not reference and/or cite secondary sources 

Is it typo-free and does the quality of the 

writing indicate at least one round of 

careful proofreading and revision?   

 

 

 

REMEMBER: Typos, grammatical 

errors, and unclear writing significantly 

impact your ability to effectively convey 

your ideas about and understanding of 

the material and will lower your grade!    

 Excellent: minimal typos or errors and very clearly 

written; ideas about and understanding of material very 

clearly conveyed; appears to have been carefully 

proofread and revised  

 Good: a couple typos or errors, a few awkward or 

unclear sentences; ideas about and understanding of 

material conveyed reasonably well in most parts of paper; 

appears to have been proofread  

 Fair: 3+ typos or errors, 3+ awkward or unclear 

sentences that repeatedly detracted from your ideas about 

and understanding of material; does not appear to have 

been proofread   

 Poor: numerous typos or errors and/or numerous unclear 

sentences that significantly detracted from your ideas 

about and understanding of material; indicates very hasty, 

last-minute writing  



Does the historical overview section 

clearly and convincingly summarize the 

historical significance of the apocalyptic 

imagery in your product going back at 

least to 1950? 

 

  

 

 Yes 

 Somewhat: thin in parts and/or missing some essential 

historical information and/or unclear in parts and/or no 

thesis  

 No: extremely cursory and/or contains incorrect 

information and/or missing majority of essential historical 

information and/or very unclear writing significantly 

detracted from your ideas 

 

 At least 10 full pages  

 Slightly less than 10 full pages  

 Significantly less than 10 full pages 

Does the summary and description of 

your product offer a thoughtful, research-

based, imaginative idea for a pop culture 

product featuring apocalyptic imagery? 

 

 

 

 Excellent: very clearly summarized and described; 

thoughtful and clearly draws on research; demonstrates 

outstanding effort to demonstrate knowledge creatively 

 Good: clearly summarized and described; thoughtful 

and research-based; demonstrates appropriate effort to 

demonstrate knowledge creatively 

 Fair: some summary and description but overall thin, 

cursory, superficial and/or often does not appear to be 

based on research; minimal effort to demonstrate 

knowledge creatively  

 Poor: extremely cursory, thin, superficial and/or not 

based on historical research and/or little effort to 

demonstrate knowledge creatively very unclear writing 

significantly detracted from your ideas 

 

 At least 8 full pages  

 Slightly less than 8 full pages  

 Significantly less than 8 full pages 

Does your primary source research 

clearly and convincingly support your 

analysis, including utilizing and citing a 

minimum of five reliable primary 

sources?  

 Yes  

 Mostly  

 Somewhat 

 Unclear 

 No  

Does your secondary source research 

clearly and convincingly support your 

analysis, including utilizing and citing of 

minimum of ten scholarly secondary 

sources, including at least two scholarly 

monographs and three scholarly journal 

articles? 

 Yes  

 Mostly 

 Somewhat 

 Unclear 

 No 

Points Earned  

(out of 30 possible) 

 

 

  



 

Product Pitch: The Pitch 

NAME  

Pop culture product being proposed  

 

Did you clearly and convincingly demonstrate 

that your product utilizes historically 

significant apocalyptic themes and images? 

 Yes  

 Mostly  

 Somewhat 

 No 

 

Did you give a clear and succinct historical 

overview of the apocalyptic images and 

themes your product utilizes, going back to at 

least 1950? 

 Yes  

 Mostly  

 Somewhat 

 No 

 

Did the summary of your product clearly and 

imaginatively demonstrate your knowledge?   

Did it demonstrate an effort to fulfill the 

assignment creatively? 

 Yes  

 Mostly  

 Somewhat 

 No 

Did you appear confident and did you speak 

slowly and clearly at all times?  

 

 Yes  

 Most of the time  

 Somewhat 

 No 

 

Were you an engaging speaker, effectively 

conveying enthusiasm for your research? Did 

your presentation appear well-rehearsed?  

 Yes  

 Most of the time  

 Some of the time 

 No 

 

Were you able to adequately answer questions 

from the audience?   
 Yes  

 Most of the time  

 Some of the time  

 No 

 

How effective was your “pitch?”  

 

That is, how well did you sell your project to 

The Pop History Fund?  Remember: these 

investors are most interested in giving money 

to projects that can show a clear connection 

to, and that will build on, historically 

significant trends in American popular 

culture. 

 Extremely effective: The Pop History Fund is 

sending you a huge advance immediately.  

 Effective: The Pop History Fund is very interested.  

Have your agent call us.   

 Somewhat effective: Maybe if you can get a big 

name attached to the project?  

 Somewhat effective: We’re not sure how well it fits 

with our other projects. Where’s the history?  

 Not effective 

 

POINTS EARNED (out of 10 possible)  

 


