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Introduction and Thesis 

 Lumbering, devouring, and decaying: when a zombie appears on the movie screen, in a 

video game, or in a television show, you instantly recognize it.  However, the depiction of 

zombies in popular culture has changed dramatically over time, influenced and shaped by the era 

that produces each different representation.  For example, in the late nineteenth century, zombies 

in popular literature referenced and reflected anxieties about race and colonization the age of 

American empire.  These zombies embodied the fears of slave rebellion and uprisings awhile 

simultaneously seeking to reinforce the racial hierarchies white Americans used to justify both 

empire-building abroad and Jim Crow laws at home.1  As we have discussed during the last few 

weeks in our class, in the late twentieth century filmmakers utilized zombie symbolism to 

criticize consumer culture and late-stage capitalism.2  What can zombies symbolize in today’s 

world?  As I will show in the following annotated short story, zombie imagery provides a useful 

metaphor for the impact of wireless technology on everyday life and social interactions in the 

2010s, particularly on young adults.3 

 My story takes the form of a debriefing interview with one of the few survivors of a 

massive epidemic in North America of an unknown disease that leaves its victims in a zombie 

state.  I have imagined there is a new Bureau of Undead Affairs and that an official from this 

agency is conducting the interview.  As the interview unfolds, it becomes increasingly clear that 

the effects of the epidemic mimic characteristics of everyday “normal” usage of wireless 

technology.4  In this way, I use zombie imagery to critique a contemporary social problem.  

 

 

                                                 
1 PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE ARE ALL FICTIONAL CITATIONS FOR THIS SAMPLE 

ASSIGNMENT! Jane Doe, Zombie Colonies (Big City: University Press, 2017), 10-12. 
2 John Smith, “Shopping With Zombies: Films and TV Shows Critiquing Consumerism,” Journal of 

Zombie Studies 3, no. 5 (Fall 2018): 102.   
3 Journalist Jones, “Why The Kids Won’t Look Up,” Newsmagazine, August 19, 2018, 78. 
4 Scientist Smith, “The Negative Impact of Cell Phone Usage on Elementary Age Children’s Cognitive 

Abilities,” The Official Science Journal 5 (Spring 2019): 64.  



 

Bureau of Undead Affairs CLASSIFIED DOCUMENT 13B5 

Date: January 11, 2025 

Location: Shelter #294-9000057-3031-6 

Interview with Survivor A3 conducted by [redacted], Senior Agent In Charge (SAIC) 

SAIC: Please state your name and age for the record. 

Survivor A3: [redacted] 

SAIC: Can you describe what you witnessed on November 13, 2024 in Plattsburgh, New York?6 

Survivor A3: Well, I was eating breakfast at Campus Corner the way I always do on Saturday.  

It’s mostly just retired folks like me at that hour... 

SAIC [interrupting]: And what hour was this? 

Survivor A3: Oh, sorry.  7:00 a.m. or so.  So, anyway, I was talking to my buddy Phil. We were 

both at the Plattsburgh High School boys basketball game the night before and noticed that the 

three best players weren’t there. I’d heard a rumor about academic suspension but Phil said no, 

he knew for a fact that those players were out sick. 

SAIC: How did Phil know that?  

Survivor A3: His niece is the school nurse.  Also, he used to work at the hospital and he’d heard 

from a friend of his that the ER was packed that week.  According to him, nobody knew what is 

was or how to treat it.  

SAIC: Let me make sure I’m understanding this.  Your friend Phil had heard rumors about an 

illness spreading around Plattsburgh, is that correct? An illness that could not be treated?7 

                                                 
5 Numerous popular representations of zombies employ imagery of government officials and agencies.  Usually such 

depictions show a loss of control at a high level of power.  See for example the graphic novel by John Doe, Zombie 

Hordes (Midwest City: Comic Publishing, 2007).  See also Zombie Takeover, directed by David Director (2016; 

U.S.A.: Horror Studios, 2017) and Dead in the Water, “Government Shutdown,” Showtime, October 15, 2012, 

written by William Writer.  As media scholar Polly Professor writes, “The zombie threat to law and order often 

appears first in the breakdown of government agencies.”  The Big Scholarly Book of Zombies (Capital City: Small 

University Press, 2014), 50. 
6 I’ve chosen Plattsburgh as the location of this story for two reasons: First, I am familiar with the area so I can 

include realistic details.  Second, as described in Sally Scholar’s chapter “Rural Threats: Zombies in the 

Countryside,” in Zombie Locales: The Study of Zombies in Geography, ed. Big Shot Academic (New York: 

FancyPants Publishing, 2013), 25, zombies in cityscapes pose a threat to order and stability but “rural zombies 

attack at the very heart of America, embodying fears simultaneously on an individual as well as national scale.”   



 

Survivor A3: Um, yeah.  Yeah, that’s what he said.  But I didn’t really think about it much at the 

time.  And then Crazy Carl started in on his weekly rant about a global conspiracy sneaking 

aliens over the Canadian Border. 

SAIC: “Crazy Carl?” 

Survivor A3: Oh, shoot, I shouldn’t have called him that.  It’s mean, I know.  But you see, he’s 

always going on about shadow governments and declassified documents he’s read online and 

what Blowhard Bowser said on this or that, watchmicallit, those podcast thingeys. 

SAIC: Okay, so what did Carl say that morning? 

Survivor A3: Well, he was talking about border security and how the illness in Plattsburgh was 

just the tip of the iceberg and huge epidemic was coming that the government didn’t want us to 

know about.8  Stuff like that.  We just ignored him and then I was holding up my coffee cup for a 

refill when I saw something outside the window.  It looked like a college kid, sometime they 

come by the Campus Corner on weekends, looking like they’ve been up all night mostly.  

Hungover. You know.  And all looking at their phones, you know.  Sometimes sitting right next 

to each other not talking!  I wouldn’t normally notice a student walking in but this guy 

was…different.   

SAIC: Different how?  

Survivor A3: [inaudible] 

SAIC: Please speak up. 

Survivor A3: No eyes.  No eyes.  Nothing in there.   

                                                                                                                                                             
7 Fears around bodily contamination and the inability of modern medicine to effectively combat epidemics are a key 

part of late twentieth-century zombie popular culture. On this topic, see especially Susy Supersmart, “I’m Really 

Sick:” Zombies in Video Games, Films, and Graphic Novels in the 2000s (Springfield, VT: Nerd Publishers, 2018).  

Supersmart writes “Of all the anxieties we see in zombie popular culture in the United State, none appears so vividly 

and persistently as the lack of adequate medical care” (2).  This is a significant shift from earlier depictions in which 

modern Westernized medicine appeared as the cure and savior of symbolically zombified social and political 

problems. See for example the 1982 zombie novel by Fred Farmer, The Zombie Ill (Anchorage: Books Inc., 1982).   
8 Fears of immigrant “invasion” and racially and ethnically-based anxieties appeared frequently in late 1800s and 

early 1900s depictions of zombies. See for instance Jimmy Bingo’s short story “The Foreigner,” National Magazine, 

April 8, 1901, reprinted in Zombies, Race, Gender, and Class: A Reader, ed. Fitz Fullbright (Small City: Favorite 

Publisher, 2011), 55-70. 



 

SAIC: I understand this is difficult but any specific information you can give us could be 

extremely helpful. 

Survivor A3: [shuddering sigh] Right.  Okay.  So, he walked in the door, looking down at his 

hand like he had a phone, but then I saw he didn’t actually have a phone in his hand.  And when 

he looked up from his, he, he  [starts crying] 

SAIC: Okay, take a sip of water and collect yourself.  Try to describe what you saw.  

Survivor A3: Its face was, was…nothing!  Nothing there, just raw redness.  Like, holes.  Or, 

nothing. I can’t describe it.  I don’t know!  I don’t know! [continues crying] 

SAIC: You are doing great.  You could really help us here.  So there was no phone in his, er, 

“its” hand? 

Survivor 3: No. [taking deep breath]  No phone. But the hand was sort of clawing the air, shaped 

like one of those iPhones or smart phones, I guess they’re called. I never had one of ‘em myself.9  

Can’t stand those things, always beeping and buzzing and bugging you.  They’re going to be the 

death of us, I tell you!  

SAIC: Sure, old timer.  Whatever you say.  

 

  

                                                 
9 In my story, the zombie virus spreads via the use of smart phones and so Survivor 3 is immune.  This plot device 

echoes other popular critiques of modern technology, such as Dial D for Disease, directed by Janice Doe (2012, 

New York: Contemporary Studios, 2013.  My argument that wireless technology can reduce college students to 

mindless faceless consumers of meaningless products is supported in the scholarship on both real life behavior as 

well as popular culture representations.  See for example Bruce Banner, “Research Shows Negative Impact of 

iPhone,” Journal of the Scientific Study of Teenagers 3, no. 5 (2018): 16-25 and Lisa Simpson, “‘Watch out, he has a 

phone!’ Metaphors of Wireless Technology and Youth Culture in Contemporary Horror Fiction,” Media and 

Consumer Studies 1, no. 3 (2017): 50-75.  Simpson argues that “In recent years, the cell phone has come to 

symbolize the hypnotic impact of consumer behavior on teens and young adults” (56).   



 

Assignment #1: Research Project Proposal  

 You must hand in all previous graded and assessed portions of your research project with every 

completed assignment.  This will allow me to keep track of your progress throughout the 

semester.  Don’t lose your assessed and graded assignments!  

 

Name  

Was your proposal turned in by or before 5:00 p.m. on 

Friday, February 15?  

 

If not received on time, there will be a deduction of 5 

points from your final project grade for every day it is 

late.  I am the sole arbiter of time/day assignment is 

received.  Until you turn in a proposal and I have 

approved it, I will not accept any other part of the 

project for class credit. 

o Yes  

o No  

 

___ days late = _____ points 

deducted from final grade 

Is your proposal typed, with your name, date, and 

descriptive (describes the content of your proposed 

story) title at the top of the page? 

o Yes  

o No  

o Missing one  

Does it draw on historically significant representations 

of zombies, including how such representations reflect 

major political, social, and cultural events, debates, and 

discussions in the U.S., including diversity and identity 

issues such as gender, sexuality, nationality, religion, 

and ethnicity from the mid-1800s to today? 

o Yes  

o Somewhat  

o Unclear  

o No  

Does it appear that you will be able to successfully 

locate, access, and utilize the required number of 

primary sources for this project? 

o Yes  

o Somewhat  

o Unclear  

o No 

Does it appear you will be able to successfully locate, 

access, and utilize the required number of secondary 

scholarly sources for this project? 

o Yes  

o Somewhat  

o Unclear  

o No 

Does it appear that the proposed story structure will 

allow you to successfully present your research in an 

engaging and imaginative way?  

o Yes  

o Somewhat  

o Unclear  

o No 

Does this appear to be a project that you can 

successfully complete?   

 

NOTE: You must receive my approval before 

continuing with your project.  Once I have approved 

your project, you may not change topics unless you have 

met with me first and discussed the feasibility of a new 

project.  

o No—please see me ASAP!   

o Unclear—please see me ASAP! 

o Yes, but you need to make major 

revisions—please see me ASAP! 

o Yes, but you need to make the minor 

revisions as noted—please see me if 

you have any questions. 

o Yes 

 

  



 

Assignment #2: Bibliography  

 You must hand in all previous graded and assessed portions of your research project with every 

completed assignment.  This will allow me to keep track of your progress throughout the 

semester.  Don’t lose your assessed and graded assignments!  

 

NAME  

Was your bibliography turned in to me by 

or before 5:00 p.m. on March 1? 

 

If not received on time, there will be a 

deduction of 10% of all possible points 

from your final assignment grade for every 

day it is late.  I am the sole arbiter of 

time/day assignment is received.   

o Yes  

o No  

 

___ days late = _____ points deducted from final 

grade 

Is your bibliography typed, with your 

name, date, and descriptive title at the top 

of the page? 

o Yes  

o No  

o Missing one  

Is it typo-free and does the quality of the 

writing indicate at least one round of 

careful proofreading and revision? 

o Yes: minimal typos and clearly written 

o Mostly: a couple typos, a few awkward or unclear 

sentences 

o Somewhat: 3+ typos, 3+ awkward or unclear 

sentences 

o No: numerous typos and numerous unclear 

sentences 

Are all citations correctly formatted 

according to The Chicago Manual of Style? 

o Yes     

o Yes, with a few minor formatting errors  

o Yes, but with minor formatting errors throughout 

or major errors resulting in incomplete citations 

missing essential information  

o No      

Does your Bibliography include at the top 

of the first page a working thesis statement 

that clearly states how your story will draw 

on and explore historically significant 

issues and themes in popular 

representations of zombies from the mid-

1800s to today?    

o No—please see me ASAP!   

o Unclear—please see me ASAP! 

o Yes, but you need to make major revisions—please 

see me ASAP! 

o Yes, but you need to make the minor revisions as 

noted—please see me if you have any questions. 

o Yes 

Does your thesis statement also clearly and 

succinctly summarize your story structure?  

o Yes  

o Mostly 

o Somewhat   

o No  

Does it contain short clear summaries and 

descriptions of at least four primary 

sources? 

 

# of clearly identified primary sources: 

_____ 

 

 

o Yes: at least four primary sources summarized   

o No: fewer than four primary sources summarized 

o Somewhat: summaries unclearly written and/or 

cursory, superficial  

o Unclear: primary sources not clearly identified 

and/or very unclear writing and/or incomplete 

citations made it difficult for  me to assess            



Was at least one primary source created 

before 1945? 

o Yes  

o No  

o Unclear  

Does it include a list of at least six 

secondary sources? 
 

Total # of clearly identified secondary 

sources: ____ 

o Yes: six secondary sources listed 

o Yes, but one or more sources do not appear to be 

relevant to your project  

o No: fewer than six secondary sources listed 

o Unclear: secondary sources not clearly identified 

and/or incomplete, incorrect citations  

Does the list of secondary sources include 

at least one scholarly monograph or 

anthology not used in class?   

 

 

o Yes     

o Yes, but one or more do not appear to be relevant 

to your project  

o No: less than 2 and/or 1 or more not scholarly 

o Unclear: secondary sources not clearly identified 

and/or incomplete, incorrect citations  

Does the list of secondary sources include 

at least three scholarly articles not used 

in class?   

 

 

o Yes   

o Yes, but one or more do not appear to be relevant 

to your project   

o No: less than 3 and/or 1 or more not scholarly 

o Unclear: secondary sources not clearly identified 

and/or incomplete, incorrect citations  

Does the list of secondary sources include 

at least two readings (articles or book 

chapters) used in class? 

 

 

o Yes     

o Yes, but do not appear to be relevant to your 

project  

o No  

o Unclear: secondary sources not clearly identified 

and/or incomplete, incorrect citations  

Did you also hand in all previous 

assessed/graded research project 

assignments?  

o Yes: assessed copy of project proposal and any 

required revisions to proposal made  

o No: ungraded copy or no copy or assessed copy 

but any required revisions not made   

What was an important strength 

demonstrated in this bibliography? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What kinds of things do you need to work 

on as you continue your research project? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total points earned (out of 10 maximum): 

  



Assignment #3: Intro/Thesis 

 You must hand in all previous graded and assessed portions of your research project with every 

completed assignment.  This will allow me to keep track of your progress throughout the 

semester.  Don’t lose your assessed and graded assignments!  

 

NAME  

Was your Introduction and Thesis Statement 

turned in to me by or before 5:00 p.m. on 

March 15? 

 

If not received on time, there will be a 

deduction of 5 points from your final project 

grade for every day it is late.  I am the sole 

arbiter of time/day assignment is received.  

Until you turn in a proposal and I have 

approved it, I will not accept any other part 

of the project for class credit. 

 

o Yes  

o No  

 

___ days late = _____ points deducted from 

final grade 

Is it typed, with your name, date, and 

descriptive title at the top of the page? 

o Yes  

o No  

o Missing one  

Is it typo-free and does the quality of the 

writing indicate at least one round of careful 

proofreading and revision? 

o Yes: minimal typos and clearly written 

o Mostly: a couple typos, a few awkward or 

unclear sentences 

o Somewhat: 3+ typos, 3+ awkward or unclear 

sentences 

o No: numerous typos and numerous unclear 

sentences 

 

Does the first sentence grab the reader’s 

attention without using overly general 

phrasing (example: “Throughout history…”), 

value-laden words, or the passive voice? 

o Yes                                    

o Somewhat                                     

o No 

o Unclear                         

Does your working thesis conform to the 

standards of a good thesis? 

 

o Yes: makes an argument about the meaning of 

past events; suggests an answer to a question 

you have posed as a result of your reading; is 

specific rather than general; is debatable; can be 

supported by evidence from the sources 

available to you this semester  

 

o No: does no more than repeat the topic you are 

writing about and/or poses a question without 

suggesting an answer and/or merely articulates 

a fact or series of facts and/or simply reflects a 

personal belief or preference and/or very 

unclearly worded and I cannot assess   

 

Does your thesis statement clearly indicate 

how your story will draw on and explore 

historically significant issues and themes in 

popular representations of zombies from the 

mid-1800s to today?    

o Yes                                    

o Somewhat                                     

o No 

o Unclear                         



Does your introduction also clearly 

summarize your story structure, and does this 

appear to be an effective way to explore and 

support your thesis?   

o Yes  

o Mostly 

o Somewhat   

o No  

 

Does your thesis indicate an acceptable 

amount of primary source research? 

o Yes  

o Mostly 

o Somewhat   

o No  

 

Will you be able to adequately support your 

thesis with scholarly secondary sources?    

o Yes  

o Mostly 

o Somewhat   

o No  

 

Did you also hand in all previous assessed / 

graded research project assignments?  

o Yes: assessed copy of project proposal and any 

required revisions to proposal made  

o No: ungraded copy or no copy or assessed copy 

but any required revisions not made   

Is this an acceptable introduction and thesis 

statement for your research paper? 

o Yes, you may continue to use thesis and intro 

 

o Yes, you may continue to do research using this 

thesis and intro but you will need to make 

minor wording or phrasing revisions to the 

thesis.  

 

o Yes, you may continue to do research using this 

thesis and introduction but you will need to 

make minor wording or phrasing revisions to 

the first paragraph.  

 

o Unclear: Unclear writing and phrasing made 

this difficult for me to assess.  

 

o Unclear: I’m concerned that you will not be 

able to read a sufficient number of secondary 

sources to support your thesis.   

 

o Unclear: I’m concerned that you will not be 

able to locate and analyze a coherent group of 

primary source to support your thesis.  

 

o No, you may not use this thesis and/or first 

paragraph.  I have serious concerns about your 

ability to successfully complete the research 

paper at this point.   

 

 

  



 

Assignment #4: First 3 Pages 

 You must hand in all previous graded and assessed portions of your research project with every 

completed assignment.  This will allow me to keep track of your progress throughout the 

semester.  Don’t lose your assessed and graded assignments!  

 

NAME  

Were your First Three Pages turned in to me 

by or before 5:00 p.m. on April 10? 

 

If not received on time, there will be a 

deduction of 10% of all possible points from 

your final assignment grade for every day it is 

late.  I am the sole arbiter of time/day 

assignment is received.   

 

o Yes  

o No  

 

___ days late = _____ points deducted from 

final grade 

Is it typed, with your name, date, and 

descriptive title at the top of the page? 

o Yes  

o No  

o Missing one  

Did you also hand in all previous assessed and 

graded research project assignments?  

o Yes: assessed copy of proposal, bibliography, 

introduction & thesis statement and all 

necessary revisions completed  

o No: ungraded or no copy of one or more or 

assessed copy but necessary revisions not made   

Have you included a revised as needed 

Introduction and Thesis? 

o Yes  

o Mostly                                   

o Somewhat                                     

o No 

o Unclear  

 

Comments: 

                  

Does every paragraph of your First Three 

Pages include at least one footnote correctly 

formatted in Chicago Manual of Style 

footnote form?  

 

o Yes                                                                     

o No 

o Unclear: did not use correct and complete 

Chicago Manual of Style form footnotes                       

Does your story at this point clearly draw on 

and explore historically significant issues and 

themes in popular representations of zombies 

from the mid-1800s to today?    

o Yes   

o Mostly                                  

o Somewhat                                     

o No 

o Unclear    

 

Comments:    

 

 

                   

Does your story reflect appropriate effort to 

engage in the creative aspects of the project?  

o Yes   

o Mostly                                  

o Somewhat                                     

o No 

o Unclear   



 

Is it typo-free and does the quality of the 

writing indicate at least one round of careful 

proofreading and revision? 

o Yes: minimal typos and clearly written 

o Mostly: a couple typos, a few awkward or 

unclear sentences 

o Somewhat: 3+ typos, 3+ awkward or unclear 

sentences 

o No: numerous typos and numerous unclear 

sentences 

 

What was an important strength demonstrated 

in these pages?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What kinds of things do you need to work on 

as you continue your research project? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points earned (out of 10 possible):  

  



Assignment #5: Final Research Project  

 You must hand in all previous graded and assessed portions of your research project with every 

completed assignment.  This will allow me to keep track of your progress throughout the 

semester.  Don’t lose your assessed and graded assignments!  

 

NAME  

Was your Project turned in to me at 

or before the beginning of our 

individual Reflection Meeting during 

Finals Week?  

 

 

o Yes  

o No  

 

___ days late = _____ points deducted from final grade 
If not received on time, there will be a deduction of 10% of all 

possible points from your final assignment grade for every day it is 

late.  I am the sole arbiter of time/day assignment is received.   

Have you turned in all previous 

assessed/graded research project 

assignments?  

o Yes  

o Yes, but did not make necessary 

revisions/corrections as previously noted 

o No: missing one or more  

Is paper clearly typed, with your 

name, date, and descriptive title at the 

top of the page?  Are all pages 

correctly numbered and stapled or 

clipped together? 

o Yes   

o No 

o Missing one 

Is it typo-free and does the quality of 

the writing indicate at least one round 

of careful proofreading and revision? 

o Excellent: minimal typos or errors and very clearly 

written; ideas about and understanding of material 

very clearly conveyed; appears to have been 

carefully proofread and revised  

o Good: a couple typos or errors, a few awkward or 

unclear sentences; ideas about and understanding of 

material conveyed reasonably well in most parts of 

paper; appears to have been proofread  

o Fair: 3+ typos or errors, 3+ awkward or unclear 

sentences that repeatedly detracted from your ideas 

about and understanding of material; does not appear 

to have been proofread   

o Poor: numerous typos or errors and/or numerous 

unclear sentences that significantly detracted from 

your ideas about and understanding of material; 

indicates very hasty, last-minute writing 

Does every paragraph of your story 

include at least one footnote?  

o Yes 

o No 

Are all footnotes correctly formatted 

according to The Chicago Manual of 

Style? 

 

 

o Yes, correctly formatted  

o Correctly formatted, with 3 or fewer minor 

formatting errors  

o No, used Chicago Manual of Style footnotes 

o No, two or more egregious citation formatting errors; 

missing significant amount of essential information  

o No, did not use Chicago Manual of Style  

o No, did not reference and/or cite  sources 
 

Is it at least 8 full pages in length?  [] Yes   

[]No  [] Slightly less than eight pages  

 

 



Have you included an Introduction (at 

least one full page) that gives a 

succinct overview of how your story 

draws on historically significant 

representations of zombies, including 

how such representations reflect 

major political, social, and cultural 

events, debates, and discussions in 

the U.S.?  Do you address the 

representation of zombies and 

diversity and identity issues such as 

gender, sexuality, nationality, 

religion, and ethnicity from the mid-

1800s to today?  Does it include a 

clear thesis statement that can be 

supported and proven by your 

primary and secondary source 

research? 

o Yes: clearly written; addresses all aspects of your 

story; clear thesis statement included  

 

o Mostly: a few parts of introduction and/or thesis 

statement not as strong as others, but overall yes 

 

o Somewhat: introduction included but issues and/or 

parts of story not addressed and/or thesis unclear in 

parts and/or slightly shorter than one full page 

 

o No: missing introduction and/or thesis statement 

and/or very unclearly written and/or much less than 

one full page 

 

Does your primary source research as 

reflected and cited in your story 

clearly and convincingly support your 

analysis, including utilizing and 

citing a minimum of four primary 

sources?  

 

o Yes  

o No  

o Somewhat 

o Unclear 

 

Does your secondary source research 

as reflected and cited in your story 

clearly and convincingly support your 

analysis, including utilizing and 

citing of minimum of six scholarly 

secondary sources? 

 

o Yes  

o No  

o Somewhat 

o Unclear 

 

 

Total points earned (out of 40 possible): 

 


